
Travel > Inspiration

The best holidays to book for January
2025, from trails in Tenerife to
France’s snow-covered slopes
Whether walking to reach Spain’s tallest peak or holing up in the Dorset countryside, here are
some hand-picked holidays to shake off the winter blues

Mary Novakovich Friday 29 November 2024 11:17 GMT
Comments

•
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Overwhelmed by the Christmas festivities? Head on holiday (Getty Images/iStockphoto)

7

MenuBlack Friday Subscribe

NEWS SPORT VOICES CULTURE LIFESTYLE INDYBEST TRAVEL

https://www.independent.co.uk/travel
https://www.independent.co.uk/travel/inspiration
https://www.independent.co.uk/author/mary-novakovich
https://www.independent.co.uk/
https://www.independent.co.uk/extras/indybest/black-friday
https://www.independent.co.uk/subscribe?itm_channel=native&itm_campaign=top_right_subscribe
https://www.independent.co.uk/
https://www.independent.co.uk/sport
https://www.independent.co.uk/voices
https://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style
https://www.independent.co.uk/extras/indybest
https://www.independent.co.uk/travel


Kick off the year in style by getting away, especially if you’ve had a hectic
time over the Christmas holidays.

If you want to escape winter for a while, relax on the sandy beaches of the
Gambia, or try a two-centre holiday in Cuba. If you’re feeling more
energetic, explore some of Tenerife’s most exhilarating hiking trails.

January is usually one of the best times to hit the slopes, when prices go
down after New Year’s Eve and before the half-term crowds of February
descend on family favourites in France.

If you want to stay closer to home, discover the quiet side of Devon and
clear the cobwebs with walks on the Dorset coast.

Sign up to Simon Calder’s free travel email for expert
advice and money-saving discounts
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Whatever sort of holiday you’re planning for January, you’ll find some
inspiration here.
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Read more: Where is hot in January? Best holiday destinations for winter
sun

The Gambia

The soft sands of Kotu Beach are within stumbling distance at Kombo
Beach Hotel, which was renovated last year. Unwind by the pool or the
beach, and dine by the Atlantic Ocean in the waterside restaurant. The
Gambia Experience has a week’s B&B in a premium sea-view room from
£948pp, a saving of £326pp, and includes flights and transfers for a 7
January departure.

France

Bathe in the Atlantic on the coast of Serekunda (Getty Images/iStockphoto)
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Get to know the massive Portes du Soleil ski domain by staying in one of its
most charming villages, Châtel. Its own ski area is excellent, and you can
easily ski across the Swiss border to Morgins as well as other Portes du
Soleil resorts. Les Fermes de Châtel makes an appealing base: it’s right by
the Super-Châtel cable car as well as many of the village’s shops and
restaurants, and it has an indoor pool and spa for post-ski pampering. Peak
Retreats has seven nights’ self-catering in a one-bedroom apartment from
£1,185, which includes a Le Shuttle crossing with a free FlexiPlus upgrade,
for a 4 January departure.

Read more: Off-piste in Val Thorens – exploring the Three Valleys
backcountry through ski touring

Devon

Take to the slopes from the charming village of Châtel (Getty Images/iStockphoto)
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Enjoy views of the Bristol Channel when you stay at Ferndale House, a
three-bedroom apartment in Lynmouth. This part of the North Devon coast
is handy for walks to the Valley of Rocks and Blacksands Beach, as well as
the atmospheric inland trails of Exmoor National Park. The apartment has
plenty of cosy charm under its A-framed beamed ceilings, and there’s a
wood burner to go with those lovely sea views. Booked through Marsdens
Devon Cottages, five nights’ self-catering in January costs from £519, and
up to three dogs are welcome.

Read more: How Devon’s original seaside resort is making a comeback

Tenerife

Walk off the festivities in Lynmouth, Devon (Getty Images)
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The highest mountain in Spain and beautiful black volcanic beaches are
some of the rewards in store on the Walking the Trails of Tenerife self-
guided walking holiday run by Headwater. Puerto de la Cruz in the north
coast’s Orotava Valley will be your base, one of the four walking areas you’ll
be able to explore, including Mount Teide, Spain’s tallest peak. Prices in
January start at £1,059pp and include seven nights’ half-board and the
Headwater navigation app. Flights are extra but can be arranged.

Read more: The best luxury hotels in Tenerife for sophisticated retreats
and adults-only spa escapes

Cuba

Tread Tenerife to explore Mount Teide, Spain’s tallest peak (Getty Images)
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Cuba lends itself perfectly to a holiday combining a city break with a beach
getaway. It’s hard to resist the lure of Havana, which you can enjoy for the
first three nights of your 10-night Love Cuba holiday. Stay at the elegant
19th-century Hotel Inglaterra, take in the views from the rooftop terrace
and relax in the hot tub. After the city, the beach beckons, specifically the
sands of Varadero just in front of your next hotel, Iberostar Bella Costa.
Prices in January start at £1,449pp and include flights, transfers, three
nights’ B&B in Havana and seven nights’ all-inclusive in Varadero.

Combine a city break with a beach getaway on the sands of Varadero (Getty Images/iStockphoto)
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Read more: The best countries to visit in South America, from Brazil to
Argentina

Dorset

Gather a group of friends or family and hole up in the Dorset countryside,
specifically St Edmunds House in the small village of Corfe Castle. This
handsome stone house sleeps eight in four bedrooms and is packed with
original features, as well as a wood-burning stove in one of the two lounges
and an Aga-style range. You’ll be a short distance from fabulous coastal
walks in Studland and Swanage and only half an hour from Lulworth Cove.
Available through Island Cottage Holidays, it costs from £967 for five
nights in January. One dog is welcome at an extra charge.

Stay in the small village of Corfe Castle (Getty Images)
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Read more: The beach that shows the British seaside holiday is alive and
well
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Is Lucy Letby innocent? I’m a miscarriage of justice expert –
here’s what I think
As the chorus of voices raising concerns about the conviction of ‘killer nurse’ Lucy Letby grows louder, 
former commissioner at the Criminal Cases Review Commission, David James Smith, looks at how …
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